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What did Zhu YuanZhang do when he created the Ming dynasty?
Introduction
As recorded, the Ming dynasty that was succeeded Yuan (Mongol) dynasty between 1206 and 1368[footnoteRef:1]. Zhu YuanZhang of a humble origin who later assumed the reign title of Hongwu is said to have been the founder of the Ming dynasty[footnoteRef:2]. YuanZhang was born a peasant, he then became a monk and rebel leader before ascending to the emperor position of the new dynasty[footnoteRef:3]. Studies reveal that YuanZhang led a very difficult life as he grew up and this is illustrated by the way his family languished in poverty a reason for his brothers being given away[footnoteRef:4]. At the age of 16 years, his family died of the Yellow River disease that flooded his home. He then sought refuge in a Buddhist monastery where he became a monk. Unfortunately, the monastery ran out of money forcing him to leave to beg for food[footnoteRef:5]. YuanZhang returned to the monastery at the age of 24 years and learned to read and write. Later, the monastery was destroyed by the Yuan troops. He joined a rebel group and became a rebel leader of the large Red Turban rebel army before he attained the age of 30 years[footnoteRef:6]. Nanjing was conquered in 1356 by YuanZhang’s army and the city would be key in controlling some section of Yangtze River and the south region because of its strategic location[footnoteRef:7]. Within ten years from this time, YuanZhang defeated all the powerful rival armies. For instance, in 1368, he led the attack of the Yuan empire capital of Dadu also known as Beijing thereby gaining control over it[footnoteRef:8].   Brook provides that of all the Chinese dynasties, the Ming dynasty is known to be among the most stable and autocratic.  [1:  Dardess, John W. "Did the Mongols Matter? Territory, Power, and the Intelligentsia in China from the Northern Song to the Early Ming."( Harvard University Press, 2003) 7.
]  [2:  Hung, Hing Ming. From the Mongols to the Ming Dynasty: How a Begging Monk Became Emperor of China, Zhu Yuan Zhang. (2016). Available at http://public.eblib.com/choice/publicfullrecord.aspx?p=4625366.
]  [3:  Ibid]  [4:  Ibid]  [5: Brook, Timothy. 2013. The troubled empire: China in the Yuan and Ming dynasties. Cambridge, Mass: Belknap Press of Harvard University Press.]  [6:  Hung. From the Mongols to the Ming Dynasty: How a Begging Monk Became Emperor of China, Zhu Yuan Zhang. (2016)]  [7:  Ibid]  [8:  Supra note 1 (21)] 
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The existence of a combination of rulers who were incompetent in addition to natural disasters fueled peasant uprisings that later resulted in the overthrow of the Yuan Dynasty[footnoteRef:9]. YuanZhang having been born in poor family was at the time a leader of the said peasant uprings. YuanZhang attacked and captured various cities and towns in eastern china[footnoteRef:10]. In the process of this endeavor, the emperor encountered men who are educated and of the gentry class at the Yangtze River[footnoteRef:11]. Some of the men resorted to joining YuanZhang’s movement where YuanZhang deemed it fit to accept being guided by the elites[footnoteRef:12]. As a result, their company facilitated his understanding of the Chinese language to greater levels and they also helped him in the study of the Chinese history. He also obtained rudiments in the Confucian Classics. It is stated that this situation enhanced his knowledge on governance that led to the establishment of an effective administrative system in the local areas as well as military structure[footnoteRef:13]. His scholars then encouraged him to present himself as a leader of the national caliber against the Mongols and not as a popular rebel. The advantage of his ability to choose good advisers coupled with his shrewd ability to adopt governmental measures that are sound contributed to staging him as the most formidable leader against the Mongols[footnoteRef:14]. [9:  Bai, Chong-En, Jiangyong Lu, and Zhigang Tao. "The multitask theory of state enterprise reform: empirical evidence from China." American Economic Review 96, no. 2 (2006) 353]  [10:  Ibid (357)]  [11:  Supra note 1 (22)]  [12:  Jiang, Yonglin. The Mandate of Heaven and the Great Ming Code. (Seattle: University of Washington Press, 2011) 231.]  [13:  Ibid]  [14:   Dardess, John W. "Did the Mongols Matter? Territory, Power, and the Intelligentsia in China from the Northern Song to the Early Ming." (Harvard University Press, 2003) 18.
] 

YuanZhang’s 30 year reign is largely characterized by institution of major policy initiatives. Of these policies, some became permanent Ming policies[footnoteRef:15]. However, YuanZhang reversed some of these polices when he was old. When in power, YuanZhang decreed a maritime embargo policy so as to suppress the merchants as well as preventing attacks from attacks[footnoteRef:16]. Being aware that the eunuchs had increasingly become involved in in internal politics, and were causing lots of decadence of the courts, YuanZhang ensured that eunuchs had no power to rule[footnoteRef:17]. He achieved this by limiting their power and centralizing authority.  As such, eunuchs were barred from engaging in official affairs and were restricted from gaining literacy skills[footnoteRef:18].  [15:  Hung, Hing Ming. From the Mongols to the Ming Dynasty: How a Begging Monk Became Emperor of China, Zhu Yuan Zhang. (2016)]  [16:  Ibid]  [17:  Brook. The troubled empire: China in the Yuan and Ming dynasties. (2013) 97]  [18:  Ibid] 

The government structure of emperor Hongwu was designed in a way that his bureaucracy was staffed with officials that had passed the Neo-Confucian imperial examinations[footnoteRef:19].  As put by Jiang, the said officials depended on the court for their position for purposes of proving their loyalty. As stated hereinabove, these officials were highly educated and very intelligent.  [19:  Bai, Chong-En, Jiangyong Lu, and Zhigang Tao. "The multitask theory of state enterprise reform: empirical evidence from China." (2006) 357.] 

Having emerged as a rebel general, YuanZhang grew more suspicious while in office as the Ming emperor. He therefore established a private guard military institution known as Embroidered Uniform Guard[footnoteRef:20]. The institution’s main role was to serve as YuanZhang’s secret police for spying on his subjects[footnoteRef:21]. Emperor Hongwu is on record for causing inflation by issuing paper currency in exaggerated amounts[footnoteRef:22].  This makes the emperor to be remembered as a leader who was ill grounded in economy.  [20:  Supra note 15]  [21:  Hung, Hing Ming. From the Mongols to the Ming Dynasty: How a Begging Monk Became Emperor of China, Zhu Yuan Zhang. (2016)]  [22:  Supra note 19] 

Generally, peasants in the Ming dynasty were highly vulnerable to being reduced to slavery and starvation by officials and the rich. It could be inferred that Hongwu championed pro-peasant policy since he was borne in a peasant family. The emperor was well versed with the problems that peasants face and therefore took it upon himself to advocate for the plight of such people[footnoteRef:23]. Brook states that to achieve this course, he instituted projects on public works and also tried to distribute land to peasants. After some time of his reign, Hongwu made it possible for people to own land that they transformed from being fallow to become under cultivation[footnoteRef:24]. According to Hung, such land would be owned without being taxed. Consequently, there was an increase in the amount of cultivated land. There was prosperity among the peasants since they were able to sell their produce to the cities that were rapidly growing[footnoteRef:25]. The reign also marked substantial increase in population and this could be attributed to the stated interventions. [23:  ibid]  [24:  Ibid]  [25:  Dardess, John W. "Did the Mongols Matter? Territory, Power, and the Intelligentsia in China from the Northern Song to the Early Ming. (2003) 225
] 

The rich and officials were known to be the perpetrators of exploitation and perpetrators of the peasants. Since the emperor knew this too well, he championed for the establishment of the anti-merchant policy[footnoteRef:26]. He did this by attempting to weaken the merchant class. Consequently, the merchants were compelled to pay taxes and even some of them were subjected to relocation[footnoteRef:27]. The emperor effort to weaken the merchants is also illustrated in the emperor’s 1371 sea ban policy. [26:  Ibid]  [27:  Ibid] 

Conclusion
The Ming government faced challenges and to a greater extent said to be weakened by factionalism between interference by palace eunuchs, civil officials, burdens of growing population, the succession of emperors who were weak and inattentive[footnoteRef:28]. Studies indicated that in 1380, Hongwu’s palace was hit by a thurnderbolt leading to his break in killings and massacres for fear that heavens would punish him[footnoteRef:29].   Hongwu died on the 24th day of June 1398 at the age of 70 after having reigned for 30 years[footnoteRef:30]. His physicians and concubines were penalized after his death. It is stated that they were put to death on his instructions[footnoteRef:31]. He was buried at Ming Xialing Mausoleum. This is situated on the Purple Mountain, east of Nanjing[footnoteRef:32]. [28:  Jiang. The Mandate of Heaven and the Great Ming Code. (2011) 59]  [29:  Ibid]  [30:  Dardess. "Did the Mongols Matter? Territory, Power, and the Intelligentsia in China from the Northern Song to the Early Ming." (2003) 211
]  [31:  Ibid]  [32:  Supra note 19] 
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